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Over 200 books have been written based on 

his teachings, as well as CD’s, videos, paint-
ings, and sculptures. Yogi wrote over 30 
books including The Teachings of Yogi 
Bhaian, Furmaan Khalsa, Masters Touch, and 
Mind and Its 81 Facets. 

Yogi Bhajan believed ‘‘It is a birthright to be 
healthy, happy, and holy’’ and lived his life ac-
cordingly. He will be missed but Yogi Bhajan 
left a legacy in New Mexico, America, and the 
world that will not be forgotten. 
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GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Greek people and their successful 
struggle for independence from Ottoman occu-
pation that began nearly 184 years ago. 

The Greek intellectual exploration into the 
meaning of civics and citizenship sparked 
questions about government that are still 
being asked throughout the world. Greek curi-
osity nurtured great thinkers such as Plato and 
Socrates who spent their lives examining the 
role between the individual and the state. 
They posed questions like ‘‘what is the mean-
ing of justice?’’ and ‘‘what is the ideal repub-
lic?’’ These timeless questions are still being 
asked in nations that are searching for a more 
just government and are being tested in de-
mocracies around the world. 

When establishing our democratic nation, 
our founding fathers drew a great deal from 
the ancient Greeks. Our Democratic system, 
that is founded on the principals of popular 
representation, was introduced by the ancient 
Athenians who were the first to create a civili-
zation based on the rule of the people. Our 
founding fathers continued the Greek tradition 
of debating how best to govern and pursued 
a government that would provide liberty and 
justice for all. Our dual experiments in demo-
cratic government will forever link the United 
States and Greece. 

While our founding fathers relied heavily on 
the teachings of ancient Greeks, the Greeks 
based their independence movement begin-
ning in 1821 on our fight for freedom from the 
British. The Greeks used our struggle for inde-
pendence as inspiration during their fight from 
Ottoman rule. Through perseverance and de-
termination the Greeks were able to break 
from tyranny and bring democracy back to its 
origins. 

Not only can we trace our democratic gov-
ernment to Greece, but also the foundation of 
science. As some of the first philosophers, the 
Greeks explored the fields of mathematics, 
logic, astronomy, physics and biology. The 
Greeks focused on thinking and under-
standing, rather than the practical use of their 
findings in science. Through Aristotle’s con-
cept of a posteriori we base the foundations 
for the modern scientific method. The Greeks 
taught us that only through experimentation 
can one truly understand the surrounding 
world. Our basic understanding of the Earth 
came from the studies of Ancient Greeks as 
they questioned the sun, the moons and the 
stars. 

Without the early studies of the Greeks, our 
current world would be much different. On this 

184th anniversary of Greek independence and 
as a member of the Hellenic Caucus, I rise to 
honor the Greeks on their everlasting input in 
our society. 
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GREEK INDEPENDENCE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 184th anniversary of Greek Inde-
pendence Day. 

On March 25, 1821, the people of Greece 
launched a long, but successful revolt against 
400 years of oppressive rule by the Ottoman 
Turks. Greece’s eight year struggle for inde-
pendence is a testament to the strength of the 
human spirit in its pursuit of freedom. 

As Americans, we share with the Greeks 
their longstanding commitment to democracy 
and the rule of law. Our Nation’s founding 
principles of freedom and democracy were in-
fluenced by ancient Greek philosophers just 
as the Greek revolution of 1821 was inspired 
by the American fight for freedom in 1776. 

Our common struggles against totali-
tarianism and fascism have forged a bond be-
tween our nations. Greece has stood by the 
United States throughout modern history’s 
major world conflicts, including World War II, 
the Korean War, the Cold War, and now, the 
war on terror. 

Last summer, the Olympic Games returned 
to their ancient birthplace. Greece accommo-
dated more than 10,000 athletes from 202 
countries. Greece proudly displayed its culture 
and civilization, and hosted people of all na-
tionalities to participate in noble athletic com-
petition. 

I am proud to represent a large and active 
Greek-American community in my congres-
sional district. I have worked with my constitu-
ents to support the return of the Elgin marbles, 
U.S. participation in negotiations over Cyprus, 
the inclusion of Greece in the Visa Waiver 
Pilot Program, and the presentation of the 
Congressional Gold Medal to His All Holiness 
Patriarch Bartholomew. 

I congratulate the people of Greece on their 
Nation’s 184th anniversary of independence 
and freedom. 
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HONORING DELEGATE JAMES H. 
DILLARD 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Delegate James H. Dillard for 
over 21 years of dedicated service to the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Delegate Dillard has served as Delegate to 
the Virginia General Assembly from 1972– 
1977 and then again from 1980–2005. Dele-
gate Dillard represents the 41st District in cen-
tral Fairfax County. He served in the United 
States Navy from 1955 to 1957 and received 
a B.A. from The College of William and Mary 
and a M.A. in Political Science from The 
American University. 

Delegate Dillard previously served as a Fair-
fax County teacher and principal and began 
his political career as a member of the Fairfax 
Education Association by working to establish 
a living wage for teachers in the 1960’s. His 
strong interest in education led him to be one 
of the original architects of the Virginia Stand-
ards of Learning. Additionally, he was chief 
sponsor of legislation placing a guidance 
counselor in every elementary school, and has 
been recognized as National Legislator of the 
Year by the Guidance Counselors Association. 

As Chairman of the Natural Resources sub-
committee of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, Delegate Dillard initiated the largest 
growth in parks and conservation activities in 
Virginia’s history. Delegate Dillard was the au-
thor and chief sponsor of the Virginia Soil and 
Siltation Act which protects streams and wa-
terways from pollutants. He has also worked 
behind the scenes to ensure the development 
of the Leesylvania State Park sailing marina, 
one of the finest facilities of its kind on the Po-
tomac River and has been recognized as Leg-
islator of the Year by the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to ex-
tend my best wishes to Delegate Dillard on his 
retirement from the General Assembly. 
Through his long and distinguished career 
Delegate Dillard has touched the lives of 
countless Virginians. While I know that he will 
be greatly missed, his retirement is well de-
served. I call upon my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Delegate Dillard and his wife 
Joyce. I wish them the best of luck in all future 
endeavors. 
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HONORING MR. MAX FISHER 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, today I 
join the people of my Congressional District, 
as well as thousands around the country and 
the world, in honoring the passing of a truly 
great individual Mr. Max Fisher. On March 3, 
2005, Max Fisher passed away at the age of 
96. 

Max Fisher, a resident of Franklin, Michigan, 
was an internationally known philanthropist, 
businessman, advisor, and diplomat, and uni-
versally recognized as a driving force for posi-
tive change in the United States and the 
world. 

The son of Jewish Russian immigrants 
Velvil and MaIka Fisch, Max was born in Pitts-
burgh in 1908. He attended Ohio State Univer-
sity on a football scholarship and graduated in 
1930 with a degree in business administration. 
After graduating from college Max Fisher 
moved to the Detroit area where he became 
an extremely successful businessman and real 
estate land developer. 

Max Fisher played a unique role in U.S.- 
Israel relations. This role has been described 
by many, including in the 1992 biography, 
Quiet Diplomat, by Peter Golden. Former Sec-
retary of State Henry Kissinger wrote in his 
memoirs that Max Fisher provided an impor-
tant service as an informal liaison between the 
White House and the American Jewish leader-
ship under Presidents Nixon and Ford. 

Max Fisher also served as the head of a va-
riety of nonprofit and charitable Jewish organi-
zations including United Jewish Appeal, the 
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